Glossary/Key Terms

Emergency Medical Plan

Your child may have a medical condition that requires an emergency medical
plan to be developed. This plan will outline procedures to be followed to ensure
your child’s safety. This plan needs to be updated at the beginning of each
school year, or as the condition changes.

English Language Learners (ELL)
English may not be your family’s first language. Services are available to help
support communication between home and school.

Individual Education Plan (IEP)

A document prepared by the school team in consultation with the parent or
guardian. This document focuses on the strengths and needs of a child that may
require specialized programming. This plan is meant to support your child’s
well-being so they can reach their full potential at school.

Integrated Transition Plan

A plan developed by schools and community agencies with the student and
his/her parent(s)/guardian(s). It includes moving from child-centered services
to adult services.

School Team

School board staft that may be involved in programming for your child. In
addition to the classroom teachers, this team may include special education
resource teacher (SERT), student success teacher and school principal. Other
board personnel may also be part of the team, as required.

Specialized Transportation

As part of the transition process, there may be consideration for specialized
transportation. This may be discussed during your son or daughter’s transition
meeting at school. It is important for the school to know if your child is
currently accessing specialized transportation, or if you think this may be
required. Students who access specialized transportation will have an
Individualized Student Transportation Plan (ISTP).

Ontario Certificate of Accomplishment

Students who leave school before meeting the requirements for the Ontario
Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) or the Ontario Secondary School
Certificate (OSSC) may be granted a Certificate of Accomplishment which will
accompany the student’s Ontario Student Transcript.

Ontario Secondary School Certificate (OSSC)

The OSSC will be granted to students who leave school before earning the
OSSD. The student must have a minimum of 14 credits (which includes 7
optional credits and 7 compulsory credits).

Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD)

In order to earn an OSSD, the student must earn a minimum of 30 credits.
Students must also complete 40 hours of community involvement activities, in
addition to passing the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT).

Transition
lanning

Welcome to our Catholic Schools

Our Mission: Our inclusive Catholic learning community is dedicated to
excellence. We give witness to the teachings of Jesus Christ, as we journey in
faith and learning, to develop the God-given abilities of each person.

Our Vision: Nurturing faith, illuminating minds, inspiring hearts, and
empowering hands; we are working together to transform our world.

Each student is a unique gift from God with the right to an education in a
caring, sharing and nurturing Catholic learning environment. Each student is a
valued and respected member of his or her school community.

Inclusion is about relationships and belonging. Inclusion is about the attitudes
that we have and demonstrate through our actions towards each other. Inclusion
is the responsibility of everyone. Inclusion is rooted in the Gospel.

Thank-you for choosing a Catholic education for your son or daughter. We want
to learn about your son or daughter’s specialized transition needs. Please contact
your nearest Catholic secondary school as early as possible so we can begin
planning a successful transition for your child.

This guide is meant to help you and your family on your journey by providing
you with some helpful information before your son or daughter registers. We are
here to help you every step of the way. Working together, we will support the
spiritual, academic, social and physical growth of your son or daughter.

To support your son or daugher as they move into secondary school,
a transition plan may be developed.

Transitions that may require support include:

. Starting secondary school after elementary school

. Moving from grade to grade

. Moving from semester to semester

. Moving from school to school

. Moving from home to school; or from school to home.

The transition plan will change and develop as your son or daughter grows and
moves through each grade at school. Transition planning is a team approach that
includes parents or guardians, your son or daughter and the school team and
may include school board support staft and community agencies.

“Make me know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.” (Ps. 25:4)



Common Support Services:

) ) : . Some students may be receiving these services before entry to secondar
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school team need to know about your . Does my son or daughter have an emergency medical plan currently in place? services may include some of the following:
son or daughter? . Are there are any specific accessibility or mobility concerns? o y Rehabilitation Services - Occupational Therapy (OT),
. Is my son or daughter currently accessing specialized transportation to and from school? If not, is thls somethlng that should be considered? Bhysmtherapy (_PT)’ Speech—Lar.lgugge The?apy
(including specialized communication devices)
. Autism Services - Applied Behavioural Analysis

(ABA), Intensive Behavioural Intervention (IBI)
Counselling Services - Individual or Family
Specialized Medical Services

Mental Health Services

Family Support/Resource Services.

You may be involved with a coordinating service agency that helps you to
organize two or more of these services. If possible, we encourage participation
of coordinating agencies in the transition process. Discuss with the agency
their role in transitioning. This transition resource is designed to raise
awareness about supports in our school board that promote student
well-being during transitions. You are invited to inquire about initiatives for

. STEP 3: Discussion items for a Things to consider: . _ _ _ o _ under-represented groups as we strive to meet diverse needs within our
ol et et S rineac S I e . What are the specific learning goals for my son or daughter? This may result in the development of an Individual Education Plan (IEP). learning community.
Specia g This plan is meant to support your son or daughter’s well-being so they can reach their full potential. If there is an IEP in place, this
where we talk about your son or information needs to be reviewed with the secondary school team. .
daughter’s strengths, needs and . What are the long-term goals for my son or daughter? If your son or daughter has complex special needs, ask the school about Integrated Secondaryv School General Information -

Transition Planning.
. The transition meeting should also focus on appropriate program pathways for your son or daughter (please see Pathways chart). Every
student’s pathway is unique.

interests. Items for Review

To have ongoing
communication

We are here to help you navigate the transition to secondary school while
between home,

supporting accommodations as needed.

. . All students have lockers that require locks. There are single
school, parish digit locks available if needed.
and commun ity . Students wear uniforms. If you anticipate any issues regarding
the uniform, please contact your school as early as possible.
partners. . There are four main instructional periods with one 40 minute

lunch. Your child may be moving between four different

. . . . classrooms during the day.
We look forward to meeting with you and your son or daughter. Your school team is here to work with you to ensure that your son + There are no morning and afternoon recess breaks.

or daughter has a positive, faith-filled experience in our Catholic schools. »  Thereare two semesters, four classes per semester. Classes
will change at the beginning of February. Semester one runs

September-January. Semester two runs February through June.

. Visits can be arranged by contacting the school.
. Food items can be purchased in the cafeteria.
Pathways . In addition to classroom teachers, there are other support

personnel in secondary schools: Guidance Counsellor, Student
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Successful Transitions for All




